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In Conversation: Leah Oates Interviews Melissa Stern Art Asia Fair
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Leah Oates: How did you become an artist and did you know early on that you would be in the arts or did you begin as

gall‘my something else? Were there other artists in your family? Art Forum Berlin
Art Market Budapest

Melissa Stern: | have made things my entire life. . As an only child | spent a lot of time by myself, as only children tend Art Now Fair
to do, and | was both a voracious reader and a voracious maker of things. My mother was a commercial artist and Art Paris Art Fair
she would often work in the evening on her projects at home, after her day job. | would sit near her working on my own Art Space Beijing
little made-up projects. Art Toronto
Arts in Bushwick
My family was middle class, there wasn’t a lot of extra money but my mother had fabulous creativity and energy, She Broadway Gallery NYC
would come home from work and decide to paint the steps of our house to look like faux oriental carpeting, or painta Contemporary Istanbul
room to look like the sky. | grew up in a household of great creativity, color and imagination Fine Art Asia

Frieze Art Fair

LO: What are the themes of your work and what inspires you? HanseArt

Momenta Art
Nada Art Fair

NY Arts Beijing
Collection

Pink Art Fair Seoul
Scope Art Fair

MS: | work like a handyman cobbling together drawings and sculptures from elements found, borrowed, imagined and
MOMA stolen. | use a wide range of materials from encaustic to clay, pastel to steel. The drawings and sculptures, often made
in tandem, resonate between one another, the ideas in one reinforcing the themes of the other.

All of my pieces share a thematic thread. The figurative pieces may appear simple, but that is deceptive. Look again
and | think you will find them full of subtle and complex emotion. | am told that the works reads as both dark and
funny, and I'm good with that reaction. The work is rooted in childhood memory. These memories are funny and scary,
child-like but quite serious. Throughout all of my work | have explored childhood and memory, both personal and
collective. For example- | have a long -running series of drawings about school and our collective memories- both

SH Contemporary
Texas Contemporary
The Habitat Brooklyn

sweet and painful-of those years. We are shaped by childhood and these memories chase us throughout our lives.


http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/bernd-ribbeck-at-harris-lieberman
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/eli-ping-at-susan-inglett-gallery
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/edge-order-rupture-at-galerie-lelong
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/cktv
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/chicken-or-beef-at-the-hole
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/tim-hetherington-inner-light
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/ben-la-rocco-at-janet-kurnatowski
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/louise-dudis-at-robert-henry-contemporary
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/sing-sweet-songs-of-conviction
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/exhibitions/the-earth-turns-and-all-things-slip-away-at-hunt-kastner
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-asia-fair
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-elysses
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-fair-zurich
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-fairs-international
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-forum-berlin
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-market-budapest-october-27-30
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-now-fair
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-paris
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-space-beijing
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/art-toronto
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/arts-in-bushwick
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/broadway-gallery-nyc
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/contemporary-istanbul-november-24-27
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/fine-art-asia
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/frieze-art-fair
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/hanseart-bremen-germany-november-11-13
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/momenta-art
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/nada-art-fair-miami-dec-1-4
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/ny-arts-beijing-collection
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/pink-art-fair-seoul
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/scope-miami-dec-1-4
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/sh-contemporary
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/texas-contemporary-art-fair-october-20-23
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors-links/the-habitat-brooklyn
http://www.broadwaygallerynyc.com/occupywallstreet/
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/classifieds/north-carolina-arts-association
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/classifieds/college-art-association
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/classifieds/nyfa
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/classifieds/art-info
http://www.mikeweissgallery.com/html/home.asp
http://www.feldmangallery.com/
http://www.canadanewyork.com/
http://www.elmuseo.org/
http://www.guggenheim.org/
http://www.moma.org/
http://whitney.org/
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/national/in-conversation-leah-oates-interviews-melissa-stern
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/artist-reviews/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/user/lostpassword
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/user/registers
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/tips-picks
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/artist-reviews/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/catalogue-preview-2011/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/news-events/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/artists-at-home-abroad/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/webnotes/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/sponsors/blog
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/advertise-with-us
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/subscribe-to-ny-arts-magazine
http://www.nyartsmagazine.com/about-ny-arts

A Note from our Readers

<+
NY ARTS

SUPPORTERS

Artists

Francesco Siclari
Margaretha Gubernale
Luise Davis
Ulli Obrecht
Gabriele Springer
Gerald Cournoyer
Christine McDonald
Erwin Wuk
Douglas Lyell
Carolyn Heer
Masakazu Tatebayashi
Susan Karkoutly
Jeff Hoare
Benno Sokeland
Claudia Unterleitner
Hye Ja Moon
Luisa Jacobacci
Dirk Beckedorf
Anne Lise Kaaby
Inge Mair
Hailary
Joélle Kem Lika
Alessandro Tognin
Ulli Obrecht
Sean Conlon
Atle Berner Andersen

Over the years has dealt with interpersonal dynamics: One-on-one relationships, family groupings, schoolyard politics-
the intimacy, the loneliness, the humor, the oddity of various combinations of people, large and small.

The dramas that make up my work are individual stories that can be read both personally and politically. Gender,
relationships and history are intertwined in my work. To quote- “The personal is political” The relationships between
boys and girls are real and at the same time metaphoric for the relationships between men and women; the powerful
and the powerless. Of course who is playing what role is all-dependent on the point of view of the observer.

Melissa Stern, Regression, 2012, 17 %" x 17 %", oil paint, oil stick.

LO: What s your working process? Do you plan things out or play in the studio? Each artistis so differentin how they
approach their work. How do you approach the creation of your work?

MS: My pieces usually start from a very simple idea- a color, something | saw, a picture, a material. What happens to
that basic germ of an idea is the magic and fun of being an artist. Some play, a lot of hours, maybe a false turn or two
and then boom- that flash of everything coming together to make an object that | never could have imagined
before......

LO: Why do you think art is important for the world and why is itimportant for you as an individual artist?
MS: I'm not sure that “art” writ large IS important for the world. | can’t cure cancer, feed the hungry, or fix a singe one of

the world’s problems with what | do. But | know that sometimes there is a moment of recognition, of connection
between someone and something that | have made. And that's a pretty sweet moment...
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